
The top 5 most frequently asked questions 
BY STUDENTS ADMITTED TO OUR UNDERGRADUATE  

CERTIFICATE AND MICROPROGRAMS

Destination
POLYTECHNIQUE 
MONTRÉAL

WHAT ARE THE NEXT STEPS (REGISTERING FOR COURSES, START OF CLASSES,  
ADVICE FOR PURCHASING NEW COMPUTER EQUIPMENT, ETC.)?

Keep an eye on communications coming from Polytechnique Montréal to make sure you are getting all the information you need once 
you have been admitted. To take note of important dates for upcoming sessions, consult the webpage of Polytechnique Montréal’s 
calendars and schedules.

If you would like to purchase a new computer before beginning your studies at Polytechnique Montréal, you can consult the 
recommendations made by the Department of Computer Engineering or Software Engineering to help guide you. If you already own 
a computer that works well, it is not necessary to upgrade it. You should be able to complete your training with the device you have. 
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https://etudiant.polymtl.ca/etudes/calendriers-et-horaires
https://www.polymtl.ca/gigl/portatif-etudiant-au-gigl


HOW DO ONLINE CLASSES  
WORK, AND HOW DO I REGISTER 

FOR ONLINE EXAMS? 
Most online classes are given live by the course 
instructor on evenings between 7 PM and 10 PM. 
There are two types of online courses: those given 
synchronously and those given asynchronously. 

If you are taking a synchronous course, you must 
connect at the same time as the instructor. These 
courses are not recorded. If you are taking an 
asynchronous course, classes are mainly given live 
by the instructor and recorded. Classes can therefore 
be taken any time outside of the course schedule. 
There are also some courses that are pre-recorded 
and offered asynchronously.

For courses offered online, some exams are given 
in person at Polytechnique Montréal. If you prefer 
to take your exams online, you must request it by 
writing to certificats@polymtl.ca.

HOW CAN I TRANSITION FROM AN UNDERGRADUATE 
MICROPROGRAM TO A CERTIFICATE PROGRAM,  

AND FROM A CERTIFICATE PROGRAM TO  
A CUMULATIVE BACHELOR’S DEGREE?

You must meet certain conditions if you want to transition from an undergraduate 
microprogram to a certificate program. Consult your offer of admission to get all 
the details about moving from a microprogram to the certificate program of your 
choice.

For example, you would like to take the certificate program in cyberinvestigation 
and you have already taken the undergraduate microprogram in cyberinvestigation. 
If you consult the admission requirements of the cyberinvestigation certificate 
program, you will see that you can be admitted on the condition that you 
have completed the undergraduate microprogram in cyberinvestigation 
including the course in cyberinvestigation, passing with a cumulative average of 
at least 2.0/4.0.

You will see that the curriculum in the cyberinvestigation microprogram includes 
courses in several certificate programs. If you would like to take the certificate 
in cyberinvestigation, you must choose 9 credits from the curriculum offered in 
the cyberinvestigation certificate program.

WHAT IS THE COURSE LOAD  
LIKE IN THE CERTIFICATE PROGRAM?

You can evaluate your course load by consulting the “timetable triplet” for each of 
your courses. For example, the course CY101 is a 3-credit course. The triplet hours 
are (3 - 0 - 6), referring to the work required weekly in the course: 3 hours in class, 0 
hours of practical work and 6 hours of personal study for a total of 9 hours per week.

Most students in the certificate program can choose the number of courses they wish 
to take each term. To be considered a full-time student, you must take at least 12 
credits per semester. By taking 3 to 9 credits per semester, your status will be as a 
part-time student.
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HOW DO I REQUEST 
EQUIVALENCIES? 

If you believe you have equivalent courses that 
can be recognized, you must make a request to the 
Registrar by submitting the equivalency request 
form for the certificate. A maximum of 15 credits 
can be recognized for a certificate program, 
representing half the number of credits required. 
Courses taken previously must correspond to the 
objectives, content, level and number of credits in 
the certificate course.
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mailto:certificats@polymtl.ca
https://etudiant.polymtl.ca/etudes/inscription-et-choix-de-cours/choix-et-modification-de-cours#equivalence
https://etudiant.polymtl.ca/etudes/inscription-et-choix-de-cours/choix-et-modification-de-cours#equivalence

